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Clinton Vineyards cleans up in wine contest

World competition vields 2 awards

By Tammy Cilione
Foughiceepsie Journal

CLINTON COENEES — Phylliz and Ben Feder's Chinton Vineyards
here not only took the gold m the Best of Class category, but also won the
gold in the Best Dessert “Wine, Limited Production for its black currant
cassis wine at the recent L. & County Fair "Wines of the “World
Competition in Los Angeles.

"This 15 a big-time deal," said Jun Tresize, president of the MNew T ork "Wine
and Grape Foundation. The LA Fair competition 15 the biggest and best in
the TTmted States, he satd, and the award firther confirms that Mew Yorl

has great wines.

Mary Ellen Cole, cellar master at the &7th annual competition, satd for
Clinton Yinevards, the awards will mean imcreased sales and act as a third-
party endorsement.

According to Cole, the best of class award 15 an snpressive distinction.
"But to win Best Dessert (wine) 15 an even higher acknowledgment,” she
satd.

The “Wines of the World Competition, which ran May 11-13, had 2,926
entries and of those, only 852 were limited production,

"y husband and I were ecstatic,” Phyllis Feder said about the awards
thet black currant cassis won.

The Feders have been producing cassis for three years and the demand for
the awatd-winning dessert wine has more than thpled. During its first vear
of production it welded &0 cases. Chnton Vinevards now produces 350
CAses per year,

i other New Yotk winenes brought home the gold in the competition for
thetr wines: Chateau LaF avette Eeneau in Schuyler County, Goose Watch
Winery and Swedish Hill Winery i Seneca County, and Lieb Faruly
iZellars, Puglese Vinevard and Sherwood House Vineyards, all in Suffolk
iZounty.

Tammy Cilione can be reached at icilions@ponughkespsiejournal.com




